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PRESENTERS:  

SAFINEH TAHMASSEBI  
AND  

BILL BRECHTEL 
 

TEACHER-STUDENT PANEL DISCUSSION WILL FOLLOW THE PRESENTATION 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2012 
8:30 AM – 12:00 PM WORKSHOP 

12:00 – 1:00 ESL BOOK FAIR  
 

GROSSMONT COLLEGE  
8800 GROSSMONT COLLEGE DR 

EL CAJON, CA 92020 
ROOM: GRIFFIN GATE, BUILDING 65 

 
SPACE IS LIMITED – REGISTER NOW! 

 

Registration at the door will be limited to available space. 
Morning refreshments and a noon snack are included in the registration fee. 

Parking is free ONLY on the TOP FLOOR of parking structure #56. A permit is 
required for all other areas. 

 

Workshop Description: The presenters will explain relevant aspects of the Arabic language and culture 
that make teaching Middle-Eastern students a challenge for many American ESL teachers. The cultural 
background of the students significantly affects their learning style and classroom behavior. The 
presenters will explore such cultural dynamics and teacher/student relationships, attitudes toward 
reading and writing, and saving face in the context of formal assessment. Participants will receive a 
handout with practical examples, explanations, and simple exercises to enhance understanding.  
 
Safineh Thamassebi from UC Irvine Extension 
presents on the cultural characteristics and 
learning styles of Middle-Eastern students. 

Bill Brechtel from UC Irvine Extension presents on 
the linguistic challenges of Middle-Eastern students 
while explaining the differences between Arabic 
and English.

For more information, go to the CATESOL San Diego Chapter page at http://catesol.org/chapconf.html, or e-mail Chapter 
Coordinator Erika Rose at catesolerika@att.net



 
EARLY REGISTRATION DISCOUNT FORM- Must be received by 03/02/12 
 

Name _____________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________ 

City___________________________ Zip ________________ 

Phone _____________________________________________ 

E-mail _____________________________________________ 

School Affiliation ___________________________________ 

PRE-REGISTRATION -- Discounted 
  ❏ CATESOL Member $15.00 
  ❏ Non-Member $20.00 (see NOTE) 
 
AT THE DOOR—Regular Price 
  ❏ CATESOL Member $17.50 
  ❏ Non Member $22.50 (see NOTE) 
 
 
Please check level(s) at which you 
work: 
  ___ Elementary  ___ C.C. 
  ___ Secondary  ___ College/University 
  ___ Adult   ___ IEP                 Other ______________________ 
 

 

NOTE: Join CATESOL now and take 
advantage of the reduced rate. 
Download the application at 
www.catesol.org, and mail it with this 
registration form and a separate 
check made out to CATESOL. 
Statewide membership includes 
membership in the San Diego 
Chapter. 

Register online at: 
http://catesol.org/merchant/SD_Chapter_2012_Spri
ng_Conference.htm 

or 
Register by mail:  
send your registration and payment by March 
2nd to: 

 

Doug Baltazar 
CATESOL San Diego Chapter Treasurer 
P.O. Box 606 
La Jolla, CA 92038-0606 

 
Payment received after March 2nd will be at 
the regular registration rate stated above.  
 

Please answer. No response 
will be considered consent. 
___Yes   ___No    
 
Send occasional e-mails 
related to San Diego CATESOL 
conferences, workshops, or 
other events 


